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ANSWERSWITHEXPLANATION

Ineachofthequestions,thereare4sentencesorpartsofsentencesthatform aparagraph.
Identifythesentence/sorpart/sthatis/arecorrectintermsofgrammarandusageand
choosetheansweraccordingly.

1.I.AweekagonewspapersreportedthatahandfulofthebigWesternoilcompanies
II.wereclosetounveilingcontractsforworkinIraq, 
III.whoseunderexploitedoilreservesareprobablysecond
IV.onlytoSaudiArabia.

(a)Ionly
(b)IIonly
(c)IVonly
(d)IIIandIVonly
(e)Noerror

Ans.(C)ThereisanerrorofcomparisoninfragmentIV.Inthesentenceunderexploitedoil
reservesofIraqmustbecomparedtothoseofSaudiArabiabut‘thoseof’ismissinginthe
fragment.OptionCishencethecorrectanswer.

 
2.I.Thetranslationisn’tgreatandsomeofthelocalofficials 
II.haveatendencytogooffattangents,butit’s
III.havefoundtogatheropinion,andtheAfghanshavelearnt
IV.tobeforthrightwiththestraight-talkingAmericans. 

(a)Ionly
(b)IIonly
(c)IIIonly
(d)IIandIVonly
(e)Noerror

Ans.(b)Theidiom ‘gooffonatangent’meanstosuddenlystarttalkingaboutadifferent
subject.
Ex. Weweretalkingaboutpropertypricesandyouwentoffonatangent.
But,infragmentIIthepreposition‘on’ismissingintheidiom –whichisanerror. 
Thecorrectsentencewouldthereforebe,“Thetranslationisn’tgreatandsomeofthelocal
officials haveatendencytogooffattangents,butit’shavefoundtogatheropinion,andthe
Afghanshavelearnt tobeforthrightwiththestraight-talkingAmericans.”
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OptionBishencethecorrectanswer. 

3.I.Soonceaneconomyisactuallyinrecession,
II.theauthoritiescan,inprinciple,movetheeconomy
III.outofslump–assuminghypothetically
IV.thattheyknowhowto–byatemporarystimuli.
 

(a)IIIonly
(b)IVonly
(c)IandIIonly
(d)I,IIIandIV
(e)Noerror

Ans.(d)FragmentIisincorrectastheusageoftheword‘so’isredundantandinappropriate
inthecontext. 
FragmentIIIisalsoerroneousbecausetheuseof‘assuminghypothetically’makesit
redundant.Oncecaneitherassumeorhypothesize,but‘assuminghypothetically’isabsurd. 
FragmentIVisincorrecttooasthenoun‘stimuli’isusedwiththearticle‘a’.Itmusttherefore
bereplacedbyitssingularform ‘stimulus’tomakeitgrammaticallycorrect. 
Thecorrectsentencewouldthereforebe,“Onceaneconomyisactuallyinrecession, the
authoritiescan,inprinciple,movetheeconomy outofslump–assuminghypotheticallythat
theykowhowto–byatemporarystimuli.”
OptionDishencethecorrectanswer.

4.I.Theideaproposedhasbeenputintopracticebyeveryone
II.from eightyearoldchildrenwhorecycle,andmajorcompanies
III.thatdesperatelytryingtoperfect
IV.alternativefuelsforhumanuse.
 

(a)Ionly
(b)IIonly
(c)IIIonly
(d)IIandIIIonly
(e)Noerror

Ans.(d)ThefragmentIIiserroneousasarangeshouldbeexpressedfrom xtoy,notfrom y
tox.Theword“And”rightbefore‘majorcompanies’inthefragmentIImustthereforebe
replacedbythepreposition“to”tomakeitgrammaticallycorrect.
Further,fragmentIIIalsohasatenseerrorasitlacksthehelpingverb“are”.
Thecorrectsentencewouldthereforebe,“Theideaproposedhasbeenputintopracticeby
everyonefrom eightyearoldchildrenwhorecycle,andmajorcompaniesthatdesperately
tryingtoperfectalternativefuelsforhumanuse.”
OptionDishencethecorrectanswer.

5.I.Iftheenergylegislationhad
II.achanceofpassing,itwouldhave
III.stirredtensofbillionsofdollarsofenergyinvestment
IV.towardefficiencyprojects,renewableresourcessuchassolar,windandnuclearpower.
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(a)Ionly
(b)IIonly
(c)IIIonly
(d)IIandIVonly
(e)Noerror

Ans.(a)ThesentencehastenseerrorinfragmentI.Thesentenceisclearlythetype3
conditionaloneandthereforethe‘If’clausemustbeinperfecttense(had+pastparticipleof
theverb). 
Allotherfragmentsareabsolutelycorrect.
Thecorrectsentencewouldthereforebe,“Iftheenergylegislationhadhadachanceof
passing,itwouldhavestirredtensofbillionsofdollarsofenergyinvestmenttoward
efficiencyprojects,renewableresourcessuchassolar,windandnuclearpower.”
OptionAishencethecorrectanswer.

Readthefollowingpassageandanswerthequestionsgivenbelow itinthecontextofthe
passage.

Ourvoyagewasveryprosperous,butIshallnottroublethereaderwithajournalofit.The
captaincalledinatoneortwoportsandsentinhislong-boatforprovisionsandfreshwater,
butIneverwentoutoftheshipstillwecameintotheDowns,whichwasonthe3rddayof
June,1706,aboutninemonthsaftermyescape.Iofferedtoleavemygoodsinsecurityfor
paymentofmyfreight,butthecaptainprotestedhewouldnotreceiveonefarthing.Wetook
kindleaveofeachother,andImadehim promisethathewouldcometoseemeatmy
houseinRedriff.IhiredahouseandaguideforfiveshillingswhichIborrowedfrom the
captain.
Importantfor:
CDSE

6.Whenthewriterusestheword‘prosperous’todescribethevoyage,hemeansthat
(a)itmadehim rich
(b)itmadehim healthy
(c)itwasverypleasant
(d)itwasuneventful

Ans.(c)Withregardto‘journey’itcanbesaidthatpleasantjourneyisbeingreferredhere.
How canajourneybehealthyforsomeone?Inpassageaswellthereisnolinkageof
journeywiththehealthofwriter.So,optionBcanberejected.OptionDisalsowrongas
passagehasnodirectorindirectmentionofeventlessinthejourney.OptionAisincorrect
forthesamereason.

7.Onthevoyage,theauthor
(a)lefttheshipatintervals
(b)wasnotabletoleavetheshipbecauseitdidnotstop
(c)neverlefttheshipatall
(d)neverlefttheshiptilltheycameintotheDowns

Ans.(d)Authorhasmentionedinthirdlineofpassage‘Ineverwentoutoftheshiptillwe
cameintotheDowns’So,statementofoptionDisclearlywrittenandhencetheobvious
choice.
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8.Inthecontextofthepassage,theword‘provisions’means
(a)mainlyfood
(b)mainlysecurity
(c)money
(d)mainlyammunition

Ans.(a)Inalongshipjourneywhichcontinuesformonthsthereisaneedoffreshwaterand
food.Itcanbeinferredfrom thepassagethatCaptainsentinhislifeboatforfreshwaterand
foods.Forfoodandrelateditemsword‘provisions’isusedwhichmeansCookery,theactof
supplyingorprovidingfood,etc.

9.Forthepaymentoftheauthor’sfreight,thecaptain
(a)kepthisgoodsassecurity
(b)refusedtoacceptanymoney
(c)protestedagainstbeingpaidonlyafarthing
(d)acceptedasum ofmoney

Ans.(b)‘Farthing’isaunitofmoneyandinthepassagecaptainwasnotwillingtoreceive
anymoneyfrom theauthorasafriendlygesture.Farthingmeans–Acoinformerlyusedin
GreatBritainworthonefourthofapenny.

10.From thepassage,itisclearthatthecaptain’sattitudetotheauthorwas
(a)oneofhostility
(b)oneofindifference
(c)oneofextremefriendlinessandkindness
(d)oneofdisgustandirritation

Ans.(c)Thepassageshowsrelationshipofauthorandcaptaininapositivelight.Ascaptain

refusedtotake‘singlepennyfortheservices’,‘author’sinvitationtocaptain’and‘borrowing

ofmoneyfrom captainforhome’aresomeexamplesthatshowthatcaptain’sattitudefor

theauthorwasfriendlyandkind.

Inthefollowingquestions,outofthefouralternatives,choosetheonewhichcanbe

substitutedforthegivenwords/sentence.

11.Propertyinheritedfrom one'sfather
(a)Vale
(b)Patrimony
(c)Legacy
(d)Trench

Ans.(b)Sol.Patrimony:propertyinheritedfrom one'sfatherormaleancestor.

12.Governmentbypersonofhighestsocialorder
(a)Bureaucracy
(b)Plutocracy
(c)Democracy
(d)Aristocracy
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Ans.(d)Sol.Aristocracy:thehighestclassincertainsocieties,typicallycomprisingpeopleof
noblebirthholdinghereditarytitlesandoffices.

13.Studyofancientthingsliketombs,buriedtowns
(a)Paleontology
(b)Nomology
(c)Archaeology
(d)Genealogy

Ans.(c)Sol.Archaeologythestudyofhumanhistoryandprehistorythroughtheexcavation
ofsitesandtheanalysisofartefactsandotherphysicalremains.

14.Tobanishorturnoutofsocietyandfellowship
(a)Acrobat
(b)Diatribe
(c)Ostracise
(d)Jurist

Ans.(c)Sol.Ostracise:excludefrom asocietyorgroup

15.Onewhoisneitherintelligentnordull
(a)Tolerable
(b)Commoner
(c)Mediocre
(d)Diligent

Ans.(c)Sol.Mediocre:ofonlyaveragequality;notverygood.

16.Carefullyperformingduties
(a)Punctual
(b)Punctilious
(c)Sincere
(d)Pugnacious

Ans.(b)Sol.Punctilious:showinggreatattentiontodetailorcorrectbehavior.

17.Tomediatebetweentwopartiesinadispute
(a)Interfere
(b)Interact
(c)Interrupt
(d)Intercede

Ans.(d)Sol.Intercede:interveneonbehalfofanother.

18.Athingliabletobeeasilybroken
(a)Breakable
(b)Ductile
(c)Brittle
(d)Delicate

Ans.(c)Sol.Brittle:hardbutliabletobreakeasily.
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19.Theplacewherebricksarebaked
(a)Foundry
(b)Mint
(c)Cemetery
(d)Kiln

Ans.(d)Sol.Kiln:afurnaceorovenforburning,baking,ordrying,especiallyoneforcalcining
limeorfiringpottery.

20.Thatisnolongerinuse
(a)Exotic
(b)Primitive
(c)Obsolete
(d)Ancient

Ans.(c)Sol.Obsolete:nolongerproducedorused;outofdate.

21.Selecttheantonym ofEvanescent
(a)Clean
(b)Tight
(c)Eternal
(d)Cheap

Ans.(c)Sol.Evanescent-soonpassingoutofsight,memory,orexistence;quicklyfadingor
disappearing.Eternal:lastingorexistingforever;withoutend.

Inthefollowingquestions,outofthefouralternativeschoosetheonewhichcanbe
substitutedforthegivenwords/sentence.

22.Theinternaldestructionofahumanfoetusintheuterus(infantinwomb)
(a)noticed
(b)fortitude
(c)poetized
(d)foeticide

Ans.(d)Sol.Foeticide:destructionorabortionofafoetus

23.Apoem inpraise
(a)Elegy
(b)Sonnet
(c)Pun
(d)Ode

Ans.(d)Sol.Ode-aclassicalpoem ofakindsunginpraise.
Elegy-apoem fordead.
Sonnet-apoem offourteenlinesusinganyofanumberofformalrhymeschemes.
Pun-theuseofwordsthatarealikeornearlyalikeinsoundbutdifferentinmeaning

Inthisquestion,fourwordsaregivenoutofwhichonlyoneiscorrectlyspelt.Findthat
correctlyspeltword.
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24.(a)assasination
(b)assassination
(c)asaassination
(d)assessination.

Ans.(b)Sol.Assassination-killingofapersonforpoliticalreasons.

Inthesequestions,sentencesaregivenwithblankstobefilledinwithanappropriateword.
Fouralternativesaresuggestedforeachquestion.Choosethecorrectoptionoutofthefour
alternatives.

25.Alljobsarerespectable__________oftheirnature.
(a)immaterial
(b)irresponsible
(c)irrespective
(d)irrelevant

Ans.(c)Sol.Irrespective:nottaking(something)intoaccount;regardlessof.

Improvethebracketedpartofthesentence.

26.Kabiragreed(from me)onthatpoint.
(a)tome
(b)atme
(c)withme
(d)Noimprovement

Ans.(c)Sol.Toagreewithsomeoneistoshareapointofviewwithhim/her.HenceoptionC
improvesthesentence.

27.Raja(notonlypassedandwon)ascholarship.
(a)notpassedbutwon
(b)notonlypassedbutalsowon
(c)notonlypassedandalsowon
(d)Noimprovement

Ans.(b)Sol.‘Notonly………butalso’istherightcompoundconjunctionpairandhence
improvesthesentence.

Inthefollowingquestion,somepartsofthesentenceshaveerrorsandsomearecorrect.
Findoutofwhichpartofasentencehasanerrorandchoosecorrespondingtothe
appropriateoption.Ifasentenceisfreefrom errorchoosecorrespondingto'NoError’.

28.(a)Theeconomicdepressionis
(b)loominglargenotonlyover
(c)butalsooverthethird-worldcountries
(d)NoError

Ans.(d)Sol.Noerror.
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29.(a)Bythetime
(b)thecornwasharvested
(c)thegrassseedcoveredtheground
(d)NoError

Ans.(c)Sol.Use‘had’beforecovered.

FouralternativesaregivenfortheIdiom/Phrase.Choosethealternativewhichbest
expressesthemeaningofIdiom/Phrase.

30.Withafine-toothcomb
(a)carelessly
(b)hastily
(c)carefully
(d)unnecessarily

Ans.(c)Sol.OptionCisthecorrectmeaning

31.(P)Alsoexcludedarepeoplewhosefamilies.
(Q)AgrossannualincomeofRs.8lakhormorewillbeexcludedfrom thequota.
(R)Ownfiveacreormoreofagricultureland.
(S)Familiesinthegeneralcategoryearning.

(a)PQRS
(b)RPSQ
(c)SRQP
(d)SQPR

Ans.(d)

32.(P)Itmerelyglowsabrightorangewhenalow-intensitybeam ofultravioletlightisshone
onit.
(Q)Whenappliedonthefinger,doesn’tleaveatrace—
(R)Indelibleink,thepurplestainthatbillionsofIndiansshowoffduringelections,mayface
aninvisiblechallengerinthenearfuture.
(S)TheDelhi-basedNationalPhysicalLaboratory(NPL),thecreatorofindelibleink,hasa
newconcoctionthat,

(a)PQRS
(b)RPSQ
(c)RSQP
(d)SQPR

Ans.(c)

33.(P)ThequestionwasvitaltotheAyodhyacaseand.
(Q)Thethree-judgeBench,holdingthat.
(R)ShouldbeansweredbyaConstitutionBench.
(S)JusticeNazeerhaddeliveredthedissentingopinionon.

(a)PQRS
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(b)RPSQ
(c)SRQP
(d)SQPR

Ans.(d)

Inthefollowingquestions,sentencesaregivenwithblankstobefilledinwithanappropriate
word(s).Fouralternativesaresuggestedforeachquestion.Choosethecorrectalternative
outofthefourasyouranswer.

34._______________thepeoplelookedwellenough,butwhenonelookedmorecloselyone
sawthattheirfaceswerefilledwithdespair.
(a)Atfirstlooking
(b)Atfirstobservations
(c)Onfirstsight
(d)Atfirstsight

Ans.(d)Sol.Atfirstsightisanidiomaticexpressionwhichmeans‘immediately;atfirst
glance;whenyouseesomebodyorsomethingforthefirsttime’.Hence,‘Atfirstsight’isthe
rightusage.

35.Ourmonthlyexpenditure_______________byfivehundredrupeeswhenwedecidedtobuy
milkfrom themilkman.
(a)shotup
(b)gotup
(c)moved
(d)grewup

Ans.(a)Sol.Shotup(phrasalverb):rosesuddenlybyalargeamount.Hence,shotupisthe
rightusage.

36.RajwastiredofPuja’s_______________approach,soheaskedhertomakeherfinal
decisionbythatevening.
(a)silly-willy
(b)dilly-dally
(c)wasting
(d)dilly-nally

Ans.(b)Sol.Dilly–dally:totaketoolongtodosomething.Hencedilly–dailyistheright
usage

Selectthemostappropriatewordtofillintheblank.

37.Leopardshavelearnedto___________tosemi-urbanlivingnearMumbaiandGurugram.

(a)adapt
(b)adopt
(c)change
(d)prepare

Ans.(a)Sol.Adapt:make(something)suitableforanewuseorpurpose;modify.
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38.Selectthewronglyspeltword.
(a)scenary
(b)scarce
(c)scheme
(d)scanty

Ans.(a)Sol.Sceneryisthecorrectspelling.

39.SelectthemostappropriatewordtofillinblankDarkness______overtheforest
increasingthedangerofwildanimals.

(a)collapsed
(b)descended
(c)grounded
(d)declined

Ans.(b)Sol.Ifdarknessornightdescends,itbecomesdarkanddaychangestonight.

40.Identifythesegmentwhichcontainsthegrammaticalerror.

ThePrincipalrequestedtotheChiefGuesttoinauguratethesportsmeet.
(a)Theprincipalrequested
(b)thesportsmeet
(c)totheChiefGuest
(d)toinaugurate

Ans.(c)Sol.Removepreposition‘to’afterrequestedtomakethesentencegrammatically
correct

41.Hismaidservantbehavior(A)/isundoubtedlyindecent(B)/butIdon’tunderstandhow
hetoleratesit(C)/NoError(D).

(a)A
(b)B
(c)C
(d)D

Ans.(a)Sol.Replace“servant’”with“servant’s”.Thepresenceofthenoun‘behavior’after
‘servant’justifiestheuseof‘sandmeaningofthesentence.Henceoption‘A’hastheerror.

42.Theissuesareverycomplex(A)/andtheproblem isthattheyareboundtobeobscured
(B)/bythesehypocriticalpoliticians(C)/NoError(D)

(a)A
(b)B
(c)C
(d)D

Ans.(d)Sol.NoError
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43.Beside(A)/hismotherhehastwoaunts(B)/whostaywithhim.(C)/Noerror(D)

(a)A
(b)B
(c)C
(d)D

Ans.(a)Sol.Replace‘beside’with‘besides’.‘Besides’mean‘inadditionto’

44.Eithertheoperator(A)/ortheforemanare(B)/toblamefortheaccident.(C)/Noerror
(D)

(a)A
(b)B
(c)C
(d)D

Ans.(b)Sol.Replace‘are’with‘is’.Assubject‘foreman’after‘or’issingular.Hencesingular
verbwillbeused.

45.Shedislikes(A)/youbeingmostorganized(B)/thansheis.(C)/Noerror(D)

(a)A
(b)B
(c)C
(d)D

Ans.(b)Sol.Replace‘most’with‘more’.Asthecomparisonisbetweenonly‘twopersons’.

46.Thenewdevice(A)/aimsateliminating(B)/theriskofshort-circuiting.(C)/Noerror(D)

(a)A
(b)B
(c)C
(d)D

Ans.(c)Sol.‘Short-circuiting’isapresentparticipleform oftheverb‘short-circuit’whilewe
needanountomakea‘noun’of‘noun’composition.Hencenoun‘short-circuit’willreplace
verb‘short-circuiting’.

47.Iwishtoheartily(A)/congratulateyoufor(B)/yourastoundingsuccess.(C)/Noerror(D)

(a)A
(b)B
(c)C
(d)D

Ans.(b)Sol.Thecorrectprepositiontousewith‘congratulate’is‘on’.Hencereplace‘for’with
‘on’.

48.Theeffortsmadebythecharity(A)/wereaimedtoprovideshelters(B)/tothe
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homelesspeople(C)/NoError(D)

(a)A
(b)B
(c)C
(d)D

Ans.(b)Sol.Use‘aimedatproviding’inplaceof‘aimedtoprovide’asaim willtake
appropriatepreposition‘at’withit.Andafterprepositions,theuseofGerund(V1+ing)is
must.Hence‘aimedatproviding’isthecorrectusage.

49.Seldom oreverhaveI(A)/triedmybesttodefendmyfriends,(B)/whoareafterallguilty
tosomeextent.(C)/NoError(D)

(a)A
(b)B
(c)C
(d)D

Ans.(a)Sol.Replace‘or’with‘if’/‘ever’with‘never’.‘Seldom,ifever’and‘seldom ornever’
arethecorrectphrases.

50.Iwasmorethrilled(A)/inanticipation(B)/ofalongjourney(C)/bytrain.(D)

(a)A
(b)B
(c)C
(d)D

Ans.(a)Sol.Replace‘more’with‘very’.


