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ANSWERSWITHEXPLANATION

Eachofthefollowingsentencesisdividedintofourparts.Anyofthepartsmaycontainanerror.
Selectthepartthathasanerror.Selectoption(d),ifyoufindnoerrorinthesentence.Ignore
punctuationerrorsifany.

1.Itwassuggested(a)/bythedoctor(b)/thatthepatientshouldbetakencare.(c)/NoError(d)
Ans.(c)Sol.Use‘of’after‘takencare’.

2.Scenesfrom thefilm (a)/hadtobecensured(b)/beforeitwasreleased(c)/Noerror(d)
Ans.(b)Sol.Censure:tocriticizesomebodyseverelyReplace‘censured’by‘censored’.Censore:to
removethepartsofabook,film/movieetc.thatareconsideredtobeoffensive;immoralorapolitical
threat.

3.Americansareaccustomedto(a)/drinkingcoffee(b)/withtheirmeals(c)/Noerror(d)S24.
Ans.(d)Sol.Noerror.Appropriateprepositions,suchas‘withaviewto;,‘owingto’,‘accustomedto’,
etc,arefollowedby‘verb+ing’structure.

4.Iwonder(a)/whyareyoutinkeringwiththewire(b)/youmightgetashock(c)/Noerror(d)
Ans.(b)Sol.InIndirectNarration,interrogativesentenceisconvertedintoassertive.Hence,replace
‘whyareyou’by‘whyyouare’.

5.Nosoonershehadrealized(a)/herblunderthanshebegan(b)/totakecorrectivemeasures(c)/
Noerror(d)
Ans.(a)Sol.Replace‘shehadrealized’by‘hadsherealized’.Whenasentencebeginswithanegative
word,the‘subject–verb’structureisinvertedinto‘verb-subject’structure.

6.Ihopethecountry’scondition(a)maygofrom badtoworse(b)/unlessallnecessarysteps/are
takentosuppressterrorism.(c)/Noerror(d)
Ans.(a)Sol.Replace‘hope’with‘fear’.Because‘hope’isusedforpleasurablethings.Whilefearis
usedforupsettingorintimidatingthings.

7.Duringthecourseofinvestigation(a)/thepolicelearntthatnotonly(b)/thehousewaslookedbut
alsothethingstakenaway.(c)/Noerror(d)
Ans.(c)Sol.Use‘were’before‘takenaway’asthesubjecti.e.‘thethings’ispluralhere.

8.Hedoesnothing(a)/buttofind(b)/faultsinothersandlaughatthem.(c)/Noerror(d)
Ans.(b)Sol.Remove‘to’before‘find’because‘but’whenusedasaconnectortakes‘bareinfinitive’
withit.i.e.onlyV1.

9.Theeconomicpolicyofthegovernment(a)/isnotquiteinvariancewiththeideaof(b)/the
socialistpatternofsociety.(c)/NoError(d)
Ans.(b)Sol.Replace‘in’by‘at’

10.Concurrentwiththisprogramme(a)/educationalinstitutionsmaybeurged(b)/toinculcate
patriotism ineachandeveryoneofitspupils.(c)NoError(d)
Ans.(c)Sol.Replace‘its’by‘their’asthesubject‘educationalinstitutions’ispluralandhenceitwill
takepluralverb.



11.Itprovesyearsafteryears(a)/thatwhenitcomestojudgingnewwriting(b)/weareonslippery
ground(c)/NoError(d)
Ans.(a)Whenthesamenounisrepeatedbeforeandafterapreposition,thenounisalwaysusedin
thesingularform.

12.Goodpeoplewillmakegoodlaws(a)/butgoodlawspassedbyafewdoesnot(b)/necessarily
makeagoodsociety(c)/NoError(d)
Ans.(b)Sol.Replace‘doesnot’by‘donot’as‘Goodlaws’i.e.subjectisplural.
13.Theofficeraswellas(A)/theassistantsabsented(B)/themselvesfrom theoffice(C)/NoError
(D).
Ans.(c)Sol.Replace‘themselves’by‘himself’.Asthemainsubjectis‘Theofficer’whichisasingular
nounandbysub-verbagreementrule,nouns/pronouns,connectedwith‘with’,‘along-with’,‘together
with’‘aswellas’,‘like’,‘unlike’,‘besides’etc.taketheverbafterthem accordingtothefirstnoun.
Henceoption‘C’hastheerror.

14.Ialwaysenjoy(A)/toread(B)/storybooks(C)/NoError(D).
Ans.(b)Sol.Replace‘toread’by‘reading’.As‘enjoy’takesgerund(V₁+ing)withit.Henceoption‘B’
hastheerror.

15.Helookeduponme(A)/eyetoeyeforafewmoments(B)/beforehespoke(C)/Noerror(D)
Ans.(a)Sol.Replace‘lookeduponme’with‘lookedatme’.Lookupon:toregardsomeone/something
inacertainway.Whilelookat:todirecteyestowardssomething.Hence‘lookedatme’istheright
usage.

Improvethebracketedpartofthesentence.

1.Finally,incomparativeperspective,Ithinkthereisgoodreasontobelievethatsuch(stand-outs)
canberesolvedthroughnegotiation.
(a)stand-downs
(b)stand-ins
(c)stand-offs
(d)Noimprovement

Ans.(c)
Sol.Stand-off:Adeadlockbetweentwoequallymatchedopponentsinadisputeorconflict;a
situationinwhichagreementinanargumentdoesnotseem possible.

2.Theirneedforsensationisfulfilledbyvariousmedia,(whichhasfostered)asocietyofdisposable
emotionsandshortattentionspans.
(a)whichfosters
(b)whichisfostered
(c)whichhavefostered
(d)Noimprovement

Ans.(c)
Sol.Theverbusedafterrelativepronoun‘which’willbeintheagreementwiththesubjectbefore
‘which’i.e.‘variousmedia’-apluralnoun.Hence‘whichhavefostered’iscorrect.

3.Inadditiontothephysicalruin,(therewerethecollapseof)theideologywhichhadbeenso
prominent.
(a)thereisacollapseof
(b)therewasthecollapsewith
(c)therewasthecollapseof



(d)Noimprovement

Ans.(c)
Sol.Subjectissingularhence‘was’istobeusedafter‘There’.Andcorrectprepositiontousehere
after‘collapse’is‘of’.HenceoptionCiscorrect.

4.Humanbeingsaresocialanimals,(whoarelivingincommunities),regulatedbysocialnormsand
laws.
(a)livingincommunities
(b)livingamongstacommunity
(c)livinginmidstofcommunities
(d)Noimprovement

Ans.(a)
Sol.Theusageofpronounis‘superfluous’here.HenceoptionAiscorrectwiththeaptpreposition.

5.Mr.Thakurwithdrewhissubmissionwithoutgivingadequatetimetotheeditorialteam (toexamine
eitherhis)counterargumentsorgetMs.Raghu’sresponse.
(a)toexaminehiseither
(b)toeitherexaminehis
(c)eitherhistoexamine
(d)Noimprovement

Ans.(b)
Sol.Theconjunctionpairusedhereis‘either…or’.Inthesubsequentpartverb‘get’hasbeenusedafter
‘or’whichimpliesthatverb‘examine’willbeusedafter‘either’intheprecedingpart.

6.Thesetroublesareadirectconsequenceofthecountry’sprolongeddomesticrecessionand
(falteringeconomicsrecovery).
(a)falteringeconomic’srecovery
(b)falteringeconomicrecovery
(c)falteringeconomicalrecovery
(d)Noimprovement

Ans.(b)
Sol.Toqualifythenoun‘recovery’,weneedtheadjective‘economic’notthenoun‘economics’toplace
beforeit.
Alsowehavebeenprovidedwithtwoadjectives‘economic’&‘economical’inoptionsB&C
respectively.
But‘economical’meansnotusingalotofmoney,energy,etc.Itdoesn’tfitinthecontext.

7.Hestartedatthe(bottom rungoftheladder)andthengainedsuccess.
(a)bottom rungofthestair
(b)lowerrungoftheladder
(c)lowerrungofthestair
(d)Noimprovement

Ans.(d)
Sol.Noimprovement

8.Hesaidthatthe(twobarrageonrivers)KosiandGandakineartheIndia-Nepalborderareoperated
byIndianauthorities.
(a)twobarragesinrivers
(b)twobarragesonrivers



(c)twobarragesunderrivers
(d)Noimprovement

Ans.(b)
Sol.Pluralnoun‘barrages’willbeusedafterpluralcount‘two’.Andbarragesaremade‘on’rivers.
HenceoptionBiscorrect.

9.Theissuewasnotresolved,butthediscussion(washelpedinrealizing)thegrowingdistance
betweenthetwostrandsofthoughtandthestrainofthisontheinformationecology.
(a)helpedtorealizeto
(b)washelpedtorealize
(c)helpedinrealizing
(d)Noimprovement

Ans.(c)
Sol.Nopassivevoiceisrequiredinthebracketedpart.HenceoptionCiscorrectthatmakesthe
sentencegrammaticallycorrectandmeaningful.

10.Highercrudeoilpriceshavedoubtlesslyprovidedasignificantfiscalboostinthepastseveral
months,althoughany(flairon)goingforwardcanleadtoapricespiralthatwouldhaveother
untowardconsequencesaswell.
(a)flairin
(b)flareat
(c)flareup
(d)Noimprovement

Ans.(c)
Sol.Flareup:asuddenoutburstofsomething.

Choosethealternativewhichbestexpressesthemeaningoftheidiom/phrasegiveninbold.

1.Blazethetrail
(a)Toerasetheevidences
(b)Tostartamovement
(c)Toputsomethingonfire
(d)Towinacaseinthecourt

Ans(b)
Sol. Blazethetrailmeanstobethefirsttodosomethingandsosetanexampleforotherstofollow.

2.Bytheskinofone’steeth
(a)Tohurtsomeone
(b)Teethshowhealthofananimaloraperson
(c)Dentalhygieneiscriticalforgoodhealth
(d)Averynarrowmargin

Ans(d)
Sol. Bytheskinofone’steethmeansnarrowlyorbarely.

Inthefollowingquestions,sentencesaregivenwithblankstobefiledinwithanappropriateword(s).



Fouralternativesaresuggestedforeachquestion.Choosethecorrectalternativeoutofthefouras

youranswer

1.Iam stillpayingoffdebts_________duringthemarriageofmydaughter.
(a)accrued
(b)occurred
(c)tedium
(d)piled

Ans.(a)

Sol.Accrue:accumulateorreceive(paymentsorbenefits)overtime.

2.Ihaveno__________motiveinofferingtheiradvice.

(a)posterior

(b)interior

(c)ulterior

(d)exterior

Ans.(c)
posterior-comingafterintimeororder;later.
Ulterior-intentionallyhidden.

3.Hispersuasivetonewasabletotackletheboywhom otherteachershadfound____________
(a)peripatetic
(b)obdurate
(c)tenacious
(d)squeamish

Ans.(b)
peripatetictravellingfrom placetoplace
obdurate-obstinate
tenacious-persistentinnature
squeamish-easilymadetofeelsickordisgusted.

Thequestionsbelowconsistofasetoflabelledsentences.Outofthefouroptionsgiven,selectthe
mostlogicalorderofthesentencestoform acoherentparagraph.1.HelenKellerhasanageless
qualityaboutherinkeepingwithheramazinglifestory.

1.P.Althoughwarmedbythishumanreaction,shehasnowishtobesetasidefrom therestof
mankind.
Q.Sheisaninspirationtobothblind&whocansee-everywhere.
R.WhenshevisitedJapanafterWorldWarII,boys&girlsfrom remotevillagesrantoher,crying,
“HelenKeller”.
S.Blind,deaf&mutefrom earlychildhood,sheroseabovehertriplehandicaptobecomeoneofthe
bestknowncharactersinthemodernworld.
6.Shebelievestheblindshouldlive&workwiththeirfellows,withfullresponsibility.

(a)QPSR
(b)PQSR
(c)RSQP
(d)SQRP



Ans.(d)

2.P:Itwouldbebettertospeakofuniformitiesofnature.
Q:Lawofnaturearenotcommandsbutstatementsoffacts.
R:Thiswoulddoawaywithelementaryfallacythatalawimplies.
S:Theuseofthewordlawinthiscontextisratherunfortunate.

(a)QSRP 
(b)SQRP
(c)QSPR 
(d)SQPR

Ans.(c)

3.Onemajorconsequence
P:istheriseinsealevel
Q:ofglobalwarmingarising
R:outofgreenhouseeffect

(a)PRQ
(b)RQP
(c)QPR
(d)QRP

Ans.(d)

Outofthefouralternativeschoosetheonewhichcanbesubstitutedforthegivenwords/sentencein
thequestion.

1.AcollectionofbooksacceptedasHolyScripture.
(a)Canon
(b)Clad
(c)Epiphany
(d)Stratum

Ans.(a)
Clad–covered
Epiphany–asuddenmomentofrevelation
Stratum –asinglelayer(pluralform is‘strata’)

2.Apersonwhoisnotconversantwithaparticularactivityorskill.

(a)Bier
(b)Muggle
(c)Cabby
(d)Deism

Ans.(b)
Bier-amovableframeonwhichacoffinoracorpseisplacedbeforeburialorcremation
Cabby-ataxidriver.(US)
Deism –ideainthebeliefofexistenceoftwogods

3.Onewhocopiesfrom otherwriters’works



(a)Novice
(b)Bilingual
(c)Plagiarist
(d)Imitator

Ans.(c)
Novice–someonenew,inexperienced
Bilingual–onewhohasknowstwolanguages
Imitator–onewhoimitatesothersinanyfield

ThesentenceshavebeengiveninActive/Passivevoice.From thegivenalternatives,choosetheone
whichbestexpressesthegivensentenceinPassive/Activevoice.

1.Thefireengulfedthebuilding.

(a)Thebuildingwasengulfedinthefire.

(b)Thebuildingwasengulfedbythefire.

(c)Thebuildingwasengulfedthefire.

(d)Thebuildingwasengulfedtothefire.

Ans.(a)

Sol.Sub+V2+Object→ࣆ

Object+was/were+V3+by+Subject 

Butcertainverbstakefixedprepositionafterthem thatreplacethe‘by’of‘by+Sub’.

Foreg.amazedat,tiredof,engulfedinfilledwith………etc.

2.Iam todoit.

(a)Itistobedonebyme.

(b)Itistodobyme.

(c)Itshouldbedonebyme.

(d)Ithastobedonebyme.

Ans.(a)
Sol.Active→To+V1
Passive→To+be+V3.

3.Theshipisbeingtakentosafewaterbythecaptainandnothiscrew.

(a)Thecaptainandnothiscrewistakingtheshiptosafewater.

(b)Thecaptainandnothiscrewaretakingtheshiptosafewater.

(c)Thecaptainandnothiscrewhavetakentheshiptosafewater.

(d)Thecaptainandnothiscrewisbeingtakingtheshiptosafewater.

Ans.(a)

Sol.Whenwejointwosubjectsbyusing‘andnot’theverbagreeswiththefirstsubject.Hence‘The

captain’willtake‘is’withit.



Inthefollowingquestions,changetheStatementsgiveninDirectSpeechform intoIndirectSpeechor
viceversa,withthehelpofgivenfouroptions(A),(B),(C),(D).

1.Shesaid,"Madam,Ihavedonehomework."

(a)Shesaidrespectfullythatshehadbeendonehomework.

(b)Shesaidrespectfullythatshehasdonehomework.

(c)Shesaidrespectfullythatshehaddonehomework.

(d)Shesaidrespectfullytoherteacherthatshehaddonehomework.

Ans.(c)

Sol.whilechangingittoindirectspeech,remove"Sir/Madam"with"respectfully"aswedidinthis

question.

2.Sahilsaidtohisfriends,"Letsgotothepark."

(a)Sahilsuggestedtohisfriendsthattheyshouldgotothepark.

(b)Sahilrequestedtohisfriendsthatweshouldgotothepark.

(c)Sahilsuggestedtohisfriendsthattheywouldgotothepark.

(d)Sahilsuggestedtohisfriendsthattheyhavetogotothepark.

Ans.(a)

Sol:Wecanalsouse"Sahilproposedto"inplaceof"Sahilsuggestedto"

3.Pressedbyhisstudents,thePrincipalsuddenlysaid,“Iam innowayresponsibleforthequarrel.”
(a)Pressedbyhisstudents,thePrincipalsuddenlysaidthathewasinnowayresponsibleforthe
quarrel.
(b)Pressedbyhisstudents,thePrincipalsuddenlytoldthathewasinnowayresponsibleforthe
quarrel.
(c)ThePrincipalsuddenlysaidhewasinnowayresponsibleforthequarrel,pressedbyhisstudents.
(d)Pressedbyhisstudents,thePrincipalsuddenlysaidthatheisinnowayresponsibleforthequarrel.

Ans.(a)
Sol.Reportingverb‘said’inDirectSpeech->Reportingverb‘saidthat’inIndirectSpeech.
ReportedSpeechinPresentIndefiniteTenseinDirectSpeech->ReportedSpeechinPastIndefinite
TenseinIndirectSpeech.
HenceoptionAfitsinthecontext.

Inthefollowingquestionsawordisgivenfollowedbyfouralternatives.Selectthealternativethat
conveysthesamemeaningasthewordgiven.

1.DISSEMINATION
(a)conceal
(b)obscure
(c)propagate
(d)enshroud

Ans.(c)
Sol.DISSEMINATION-tocause(something,suchasinformation)togotomanypeople
CONCEAL–HIDE
OBSCURE–NOTCLEAR/HAZY
ENSHROUD–TOBEHIDDENBEHINDCLOUDS



1.RELEGATING
(a)receive
(b)expatriate 
(c)harbour
(d)naturalize

Ans.(b)
Sol.RELEGATING -toput(someoneorsomething)inalowerorlessimportantposition,rank,etc.
HARBOUR–NURTURE,ADORN
NATURALIZE-THEPROCESSTOTURNSOMETHINGNATURAL

2.PROPHETIC
(a)promising
(b)auspicious
(c)propitious
(d)predictive

Ans.(d)
Sol.PROPHETIC-correctlystatingwhatwillhappeninthefuture
PROPITIOUS–TOSEEKHELPFROM DIVINEFORCE

Inthefollowingquestionsawordisgivenfollowedbyfouralternatives.Selectthealternativethat
conveystheoppositemeaningofthewordgiven.

1.INTERREGNUM 
(a)interlude
(b)parenthesis
(c)procession
(d)discontinuity
Ans.(c)
Sol.INTERREGNUM -alapseorpauseinacontinuousseries
PARENTHESES-thesymbols()thatareputaroundaword,phrase,orsentence

2.IMPASSE
(a)ridicule
(b)propitiate
(c)stalemate
(d)solution

Ans.(d)
Sol.IMPASSE–aplacefrom wherewecanneithergoforwardnorcomeback,astalemate
RIDICULE–Tomock

3.PRAGMATIC 
(a)practical 
(b)idealistic
(c)realistic
(d)earthy

Ans.(b)
Sol.PRAGMATIC –realistic.

Ineachquestionbelow,fourwordswhicharenumbereda,b,canddhavebeenprintedofwhichone



maybewronglyspelt.Thenumberofthatwordistheanswer.Ifallthefourwordsarecorrectlyspelt,
mark‘e’.

1.(a)Reverance
(b)Heavenly
(c)Elsewhere
(d)Celebrate
(e)Allcorrect

Ans(a)Reverence

2.(a)Admirable
(b)Mingle
(c)Instinctively
(d)Accomplishment
(e)Allcorrect

Ans(e)
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